COUNCIL
Minutes of the proceedings of a Meeting of the Scarborough Borough Council held in
the Town Hall, Scarborough
on Monday, 14th May, 2018 pursuant to Summons.
Present:The Mayor (Councillor Martin Smith) in the Chair;
Councillors G W Allanson, G A Backhouse, R Barnett, D J Bastiman,
Mrs L Bastiman, D L Billing, E Broadbent, D A Chance, W Chatt, Mrs D V Cluer,
M J Cockerill, Ms E Colling, G Coulson, P Cross, S Cross, G Dennett, J Dodds,
T W Fox, C Haddington, Ms V Inman, D C Jeffels, Mrs J Jefferson, A Jenkinson,
Mrs H Lynskey, Mrs H F Mallory, C D Maw, R Moody, Mrs J E Mortimer,
Miss R K Murphy, N K Murphy, J Nock, C Pearson, Mrs H Phillips, J Plant, N Price,
T Randerson, Ms R Swiers, P H Trumper, Mrs S Turner, C Walsh, J Warburton and
Mrs M Watson
Apologies
Councillors A Abbott, L Backhouse, S B Green, J Ritchie, S Siddons and M T Vesey
1.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS.
Councillor Mortimer declared a personal interest in agenda item 6, Merger of
Yorkshire Coast Homes and Coast and Country Housing Association Limited
(18/78) since she was a Council appointed representative on the Board of
Yorkshire Coast Homes.
Councillor Chatt declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 6,
Merger of Yorkshire Coast Homes and Coast and Country Housing
Association Limited (18/78) in his capacity as a Council appointed
representative on the Board of Yorkshire Coast Homes and the Cabinet
Member for Public Health and Housing. (Councillor Chatt had obtained a
dispensation from the Monitoring Officer to take part in the debate and
determination of this item since the motion under consideration was directly
relevant to the his portfolio. In addition, the Councillor Chatt lived within an
area in which there was a high percentage of social housing, providing him
with a valuable insight into the concerns and problems associated with the
same)
Councillor Randerson declared a personal interest in agenda item 9, To
receive statements from each of the Cabinet Members and deal with any
questions arising from those statements in relation to the Clock Cafe since he
knew the owner.
2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
See above.
3.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 2
MARCH 2018 TO BE READ OR TAKEN AS READ AS THE CASE
MAY BE.

Councillor Price commented that his name had been omitted from the list of
those present at the meeting on 2 March 2018.
RESOLVED that, subject to the above amendment, the minutes of the
meeting held on 2 March 2018 be taken as read and signed by the Chairman
as a correct record.
4.

TO CONSIDER ANY ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHIEF
EXECUTIVE
There were no announcements.
5.

QUESTIONS (IF ANY) OF WHICH NOTICE SHALL HAVE BEEN
GIVEN.
The Chief Executive advised that no questions had been received.
6.
(i)

TO CONSIDER AND PASS RESOLUTIONS ON THE FOLLOWING
'A' ITEMS:-

Merger of Yorkshire Coast Homes and Coast and Country
Housing Association Limited (18/78)
The recommendations in the extract minute from the Cabinet were proposed
by Councillor Derek Bastiman and duly seconded. The Portfolio Holder for
Public Health and Housing, Councillor Chatt commended the proposed
merger to Members, noting that a stronger, larger organisation would result,
benefiting from Coast and Country Housing’s broader experience, led by a
more professional board and more able to deliver the social housing and
related services the Borough needed. Councillor Inman then addressed the
meeting, raising concerns about certain aspects of the report: that the Indepth Assessment of Yorkshire Coast Homes by the Homes and
Communities Agency had not in the end taken place (there had been an
internal Options Appraisal instead), that clearly mistakes had been made by
YCH, and the poor tenant response to the limited public consultation on the
merger proposals. She felt the information in the report was incomplete, there
was a lack of transparency, and proposed instead that the Council defer its
decision, pending a wider public consultation exercise and In-depth
Assessment by the HCA , to enable the Council to make a more informed
decision on this important matter. Councillor Derek Bastiman rejected the
criticism that the process had been less than transparent and that mistakes
had been made by the YCH Board, noting the Overview and Scrutiny Board’s
constructive pre-decision scrutiny of the proposals as recognised by the
Board’s Chair, Councillor Siddons, and that YCH Board Members, including
Members of this Council, had worked tirelessly since the inception of the
housing association to deliver decent homes to tenants. However, times had
changed, and YCH needed to move to the next level with the support and
experience of Coast and Country Housing which had demonstrated the
excellence of their product, including extra care housing, which he hoped
could be delivered in the Borough by the new housing association. Councillor
Randerson applauded the vision and professionalism of the two housing
associations’ Chairs and Chief Executives as evidenced at the recent
Overview and Scrutiny Board meeting, and envisaged a bright future for the
Borough’s tenants. He added that there was little sense in deferring the

decision, since from midnight, the Council would have no say in the matter
anyway as new regulations came into force to reduce the level of public sector
influence in Registered Providers. Instead the two Chief Executives had
committed to regular attendance at the Overview and Scrutiny Board to
enable Borough councillors to monitor the new organisation’s progress.
However, Councillor Randerson did feel the Borough Council should bear
some responsibility for overseeing the effective demise of YCH and for their
failure to build enough affordable homes. Councillor Derek Bastiman firmly
rejected this accusation. Councillor Chatt commended YCH’s current level of
tenant involvement, on which the new organisation sought to build.
RESOLVED that the Council:
a. Provide in principle support for YCH to merge with CCH, noting that in
doing so the Council gives up its right to nominate 24% of the Board
Membership, and therefore:
i

Approve the Heads of Terms for inclusion within a ‘Commitments
Agreement’ that aims to safeguard the interests of the Council and
residents, and

ii

Delegate authority to Director (LD), in consultation with the relevant
Portfolio Holder, to enter into the required legal contracts to facilitate
the merge, on the basis of no financial detriment to the Council

b. In addition, approve:
iii that an appropriate observer from Scarborough Borough Council be
nominated to the new housing association board for a period of not
less than three years to be reviewed thereafter;
iv that scrutiny of the new housing association be strengthened, by the
Overview and Scrutiny Board inviting representatives of the new
housing association to attend Board meetings to report on its activities
on a twice yearly basis initially until such time as an annual basis is
deemed sufficient by the O&S Board and the housing association;
v that any programme for new home building and/or the refurbishment of
existing properties be allocated proportionately between the
Scarborough Borough Council and Redcar and Cleveland areas;
And note that
vi following approval of the Heads of Terms in the Commitments
Agreement as proposed in the report, there is still further work to do on
the detail of the Agreement requiring ongoing discussions and
partnership working between the Council and the new housing
association.
Reasons
To retain a strong strategic partnership with the newly formed housing
association in accordance with the Council’s Housing Strategy and in the
interests of residents.
7.

COMMERCIAL STRATEGY (18/86)

The recommendations in the extract minute from the Cabinet were proposed
by Councillor Derek Bastiman and duly seconded. On behalf of the Labour
Group, Councillor Randerson voiced his in principle support for this and for
the Property Investment Strategy to help secure frontline services at risk of
cuts. Councillor Jefferson raised concerns at recent excessive increases in
harbour rents in the context of the aim in the Commercial Strategy that fees
and charges reflect market rates.
RESOLVED that the Commercial Strategy annexed at Appendix 2 to the
report be approved and adopted.
Reasons
To ensure that the Council maintains a robust financial position to secure the
continued sustainability of services, to support improved outcomes for
residents, businesses and visitors, and to advance the delivery of corporate
priorities.
8.
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY INVESTMENT STRATEGY (18/87)
The recommendations in the extract minute from the Cabinet were proposed
by Councillor Derek Bastiman and duly seconded. Councillor Maw welcomed
the principle in the strategy of borrowing at historically low interest rates to
invest in property for net financial returns. Councillor Randerson repeated his
question at the Council meeting on 2 March about whether Council Tax and
business rates could be levied on unoccupied commercial properties to which
he was still awaiting a response. He noted the recommended size of
borrowing of £30m from the Public Works Loan Board to support the
implementation of the strategy which would need careful monitoring.
RESOLVED that full Council:
(i) approve the proposed Commercial Property Investment Strategy (the
Strategy) described in this report and attached at Appendix A,
together with the objectives, Prudential Indicators and limits,
investment criteria and governance arrangements, and resolve that
the Strategy be adopted;
(ii) approve a capital fund of £30m funded from borrowing from the Public
Works Loan Board and a revenue budget of £100k funded from the
Council’s Investment Fund, to facilitate the purchase of properties
and to pursue development opportunities that meet the criteria
contained within the Strategy;
(iii) approve the changes required to the current approved and operational
borrowing limits and associated Prudential Indicators as set out in
Appendix B, in order to accommodate the increased prudential
borrowing requirements set out in this report;
(iv) amend Article 8.9 (ii) of the Constitution to alter the terms of reference
of the Audit Committee to include
'(j) receive quarterly reports on the implementation of the
Commercial Property Investment Strategy and make any
recommendations to full Council'

(v) delegate authority to the Audit Committee to approve the risk/ rate of
return scoring matrix referred to at Appendix A.2.1
(vi) delegate authority to the Director (LD) to make the necessary
amendments to the Constitution arising out of this report
And accordingly note the Cabinet’s approval of:
(i) the proposed governance arrangements for the Property Investment
Governance Board (PIGB) and the Property Selection Team (PST)
set out at paragraph 6 of this report and at Appendix A3 of the
Strategy (with the amendment that the relevant Portfolio Holder with
investments responsibility sit on the PIGB instead of the Deputy
Leader of the Council)
(ii) the delegation of authority to the Commercial Director, following
consultation with the PIGB, to approve expenditure and to acquire
and/or dispose of such legal estates and interests in land and to
make such property investments as are within the overall limit and
criteria of the Strategy, subject to the Commercial Director preparing
a business case and risk assessment in line with the Strategy, and
to take any and all decisions necessary for the implementation of the
Strategy, save for where authority is reserved to the Leader of the
Council under the Strategy
Reasons
 To enable the Council to build a stronger commercial property portfolio
through the purchase of prime or nearly prime investment property within
the Borough and wider Local Enterprise Partnership regions that can
generate income and financial returns to contribute towards the revenue
shortfall identified in the Councils Financial Strategy and to stimulate
economic growth


To generate income and financial returns from development and
regeneration projects throughout the Borough and wider Local Enterprise
Partnership regions to both stimulate economic growth and to contribute
towards the revenue shortfall identified in the Council’s Financial Strategy;



To establish governance arrangements and control measures to manage
the risks associated with commercial property investments

9.
(i)

ANY REPORTS GOING DIRECT TO COUNCIL

Appointments to Committees 2018/19 and Changes to the
Council's Representation on Outside Bodies
The Council considered a report by the Director (LD) (Reference 18/88) in
respect of the appointments to committees for 2018/19 and changes to the
Council’s representation on outside bodies. Councillor Inman was critical of
the Portfolio Holder for Public Health and Housing, Councillor Chatt’s
appointment to the Board of Yorkshire Coast Homes, referring to the mistakes
made by YCH and to what she believed to be a conflict of interest. Councillor

Chatt noted his dispensation to take part in agenda item 6(i) and that the
newly merged housing association would have no Borough Council
representation on its board. The Leader, Councillor Bastiman and other
councillors commended Councillor Chatt’s qualities and experience to
represent the Council on the Board of YCH at this critical juncture.
RESOLVED that the Council:
(i) notes the Leader’s decision to appoint Councillor Heather Phillips to
replace Councillor Joe Plant as Portfolio Holder for Transformation with
effect from the latter’s appointment as Mayor for 2018/19;
(ii) considers the lists of nominations to the committees for 2018/19 in
Appendix A of this report and determines the appointments to be made
for ratification at the Annual Meeting of the Council on 17 May 2018;
(iii) notes the following mid-term changes to the Council’s representation
on outside bodies approved by the Leader of the Council in 2017/18 for
the remainder of the life of this Council (until May 2019):
 Councillor Chatt’s appointment to replace Councillor DonohueMoncrieff as one of the Council’s representatives on the Board
of Yorkshire Coast Homes
 Councillor Vesey’s appointment to replace Councillor Chatt as
one of the Council’s representatives on the Board of Raincliffe
Woods Community Enterprise
 Councillor Jenkinson’s appointment to replace Councillor Nock
as the Council’s representative on the PATROL (Parking and
Traffic Regulations Outside London) Joint Committee
 Councillor Barnett’s appointment to replace Councillor Siddons
as one of the Council’s representatives on the Scarborough
Municipal Charity.
Reasons
To ensure the good governance of the Council.
10.

TO RECEIVE A STATEMENT BY THE LEADER AND DEAL WITH
ANY QUESTIONS ARISING FROM THAT STATEMENT.
Councillor Derek Bastiman presented his Leader’s statement. Members then
put questions about the recent Tour de Yorkshire event, one casting doubt on
its economic benefits in the context of complaints by businesses in
Scarborough about lack of footfall, and another asking for more commercial
support for the event to remove the burden from local Council Tax payers.
Another Member spoke of the event’s success reflected in positive comments
made by businesses in the villages en route. Eastfield ward Councillor
Randerson raised concerns about the large numbers of new housing being
built in his ward without due regard to infrastructure and facilities, and queried
why the new modular housing planned could not be built in other areas of the
Borough. He reiterated his call for Eastfield town to come first in the
masterplanning exercise, and requested more detail about the critical junction
improvements mentioned in the statement. In reply, Councillor Bastiman
referred the questioner to the County Council in respect of the critical junction
works, and recorded his disbelief at the negative comments about the Tour de

Yorkshire when clearly it had attracted so many visitors to the Borough. He
would welcome modular housing in any area of the Borough, subject to
planning consent and viability assessments.
11.

TO RECEIVE STATEMENTS FROM EACH OF THE CABINET
MEMBERS AND DEAL WITH ANY QUESTIONS ARISING FROM
THOSE STATEMENTS.
Councillor Chatt presented his statement as Portfolio Holder for Public Health
and Housing. Members then put questions about the herring gull disruption
and dispersal programme, the new 30 unit block for elderly people on the site
of Braeburn House, the £200k cost of the new Scarborough Market Hall
website, and the capital improvements at Woodland Crematorium. In
response, Councillor Chatt commended the herring gull disruption and
dispersal programme in the interests of public health and safety which this
year had extended to parts of Filey and included outreach work in schools.
He would seek reassurances from Yorkshire Coast Homes that the new
facility for elderly people in Eastfield would be solely for that age group.
Councillor Chatt undertook to raise the provision of two bicycle stands at
Woodland Crematorium with officers, explained that the surface of the area
directly outside the cemetery entrance had been improved so cars could park
there, and denied that buses had ceased to stop at the Crematorium because
of problems turning around. Councillor Mallory joined Councillor Chatt in
applauding the improvements at the crematorium and encouraging councillors
to attend the Open Day on 16 May. Lastly, Councillor Chatt explained that the
Market Hall website had been funded through the Coastal Communities Fund,
and would achieve its full functionality as the Market Hall developed.
Councillor Cockerill presented his statement as Portfolio Holder for Major
Projects providing updates on the Spa Cliff Stabilisation, Whitby Piers and
Filey Flood Alleviation Scheme projects. In respect of the Spa Cliff
Stabilisation project, detailed discussions and negotiations had been
successfully concluded and the contract with Balfour Beatty to undertake the
work had been signed. The contractors would be carrying out the preliminary
mobilisation work and were expected on site in the near future. Some small
scale activity was scheduled to take place the following week, although this
was only detailed survey work associated with such items as closure of
footpaths, creation of access points and establishment of vehicle parking.
This major project was scheduled to be complete in Quarter 4 of 2019
allowing some flexibility for the vagaries of coastal weather conditions.
Councillor Cockerill expressed his sincere thanks to all those involved, in
particular the officers Carol Rehill, Martin Pedley and Chris Bourne who had
borne the brunt of this intense phase of work. He added that the Council
would continue to work closely with Balfour Beatty to ensure regular
communication and engagement was maintained with the South Cliff
community throughout the course of the project. He then reminded Members
about the Council’s Coast and Flood Protection Fund and that two months
ago the Borough’s allocation from the Coast Protection Fund to the Whitby
Piers project had been significantly increased. This additional contribution

had been warmly welcomed by the Local Enterprise Partnership which led to
the award of a grant of £500k to the project.
Councillor Cockerill was delighted to inform the Council that the discussions
and negotiations in relation to the Whitby Piers project had been successfully
completed, the award of the EU grant had been approved, and earlier that day
he had learned that all pre-contract conditions had been met and the
managing authority would now be moving forward to finalising and issuing the
contract. This securing of finance had filled the final funding gap for the
project enabling the project to proceed. He was unable to provide a firm date
as to when works would commence, but the contractors were now looking to
mobilise their staff and equipment. There was likely to be an element of
disruption during the work, as it could start during the season, but this would
be kept to a minimum. The site would be demobilised during the winter
months with works recommencing in the spring. He extended thanks to the
same officer team for bringing the negotiations to a satisfactory conclusion,
with the addition of Martin Lloyd and Stewart Rowe. Councillor Cockerill
highlighted again the prudent yet flexible management of the Coast and Flood
Protection Fund as instrumental in bringing this project to fruition. Finally,
Councillor Cockerill reported good, albeit slower than he would have wished,
progress in relation to the Filey Flood Alleviation Scheme. He referred to the
Council’s enviable track record of securing funding from a number of external
partners in relation to various projects, noting that this contribution amounted
to over 90% of the overall project costs. This demonstrated the confidence
funding partners had in the Council to undertake and successfully deliver
these projects but meant that progress could be frustrating at times through
having to adhere to funders’ timetables.
Cabinet Member and ward member for Whitby West Cliff, Councillor Plant
congratulated Councillor Cockerill and the Leader of the Council on this
momentous news that after many years’ hard work, the Whitby Piers repair
works were about to commence. Councillor Randerson in respect of the
recent failure of the retaining wall below the Clock Café on the South Cliff
noted that the issue of ground instability in that location had been raised by
the proprietor two years ago, and by himself one year ago, only to be
informed by the Council that there was no cause for concern. He therefore
asked what investigations had been carried out by the Council in response to
these two reports, and for the results of the investigations to be shared with
councillors as a matter of urgency, contending that there was a real possibility
that this landslip could and should have been avoided. He also referred to the
unattractive appearance of the crude netting covering the chalets below, and
the overflowing waste bins near the dilapidated sun bathing unit, and asked
what measures would be taken to reinstate the area and what help was being
provided to the Clock Café proprietor during this difficult time. Weaponness
ward member, Councillor Fox confirmed that the café proprietor had been in
touch with himself and his fellow ward councillor, and that he understood that
the Director, Mrs Dixon was in dialogue with the tenants to discuss some of
the issues raised by Councillor Randerson and how the Council could support
them. However, Councillor Fox was concerned that matters such as access
and waste collection had yet to be resolved and concurred with Councillor

Randerson that there were questions to be answered about whether the
failure of the retaining wall and landslip could have been avoided. In reply,
Councillor Cockerill acknowledged that the netting on the site was not
attractive but functioned to contain any falling debris in the event of further
collapse. He would make enquiries and report back on the matter of previous
investigative work carried out by the Council. Consultants would shortly be
carrying out survey work of the ground conditions on site and their report
when completed would outline options available to the Council. The Leader
echoed Councillor Cockerill’s thanks to officers in helping bring the Whitby
Piers and Spa Cliff Stabilisation projects to fruition, and saluted Councillor
Cockerill’s unswerving commitment to these major projects and the efforts of
the former Leader, Councillor Fox. In respect of complaints about
Scarborough Harbour rent increases, Councillor Cockerill commented that he
had received one complaint about an alleged increase of 48% which upon
investigation proved to be much less than that figure; however this matter did
not fall within his portfolio. Councillor Dennett expressed his delight that
works on the Whitby Piers were about to commence, but noting that this
project could have been 100% Government funded if it had commenced in
2007. In response, Councillor Plant explained that at that time the priority for
the Council was to undertake remedial works to the Whitby East Pier
extension which was 100% Government funded. In reply to question about
progress with the independent review of the definition of beneficiary
commissioned by the Council at its meeting on 2 March, Councillor Cockerill
confirmed that senior officers were working on this.
Councillor Jenkinson presented his statement as Portfolio Holder for Leisure
adding further detail on the transfer of public conveniences in Whitby to
Whitby Town Council. He commended this productive partnership with
Whitby Town Council involving the provision of the new facilities on Pier Road
and payment of £25k to enable the Town Council to maintain a good network
of public toilets which they would continue to improve going forward. He
regarded this approach to freehold and leasehold transfer as a key delivery
model for the service. Members then put questions to Councillor Jenkinson
about the new boat deck in Peasholm Park, whether permanent public
conveniences would be reinstated on Marine Drive and the future of the now
closed public conveniences on St Helen’s Square, about lack of capacity of
the new public toilets on Vincent Pier, and in light of the Labour Group’s
decision to make a political point about the cost of the reception following
Mayor-making, further details were requested of the costs associated with
Councillor Broadbent’s reception when he became Mayor in 2004, in
comparison with Councillor Smith’s last year, and Councillor Plant’s this year.
Councillor Andrew Backhouse then spoke in defence of the institution of the
Mayoralty and expressed his sadness at the Labour Group’s decision to
boycott the ceremony on the grounds of excessive public expense when in
step with other Council services, the Civic service had in recent years made
significant savings. Councillor Randerson raised again the need for safety
railings on the steps in the main stand in Scarborough’s football ground and
defended the Labour Group’s stance on the Mayor-making ceremony and
reception. A discussion ensued on the value of the Mayoralty to the Borough,
the cost of the reception, and as an alternative, whether councillors should

pay for their refreshments. Councillor Cockerill, ward member for Filey
commended the great way in which Filey rose to the occasion of the Tour de
Yorkshire and looked forward to similar displays and attendances in future
years. Councillor Jenkinson then responded to the questions and the debate.
He thanked the current Mayor and Mayoress, and wished the Mayor-elect and
his Mayoress well for the year ahead. However, he condemned what he felt
was the Labour Group’s blatant electioneering in respect of Mayor-making
and their lack of respect for the institution and questioned why Labour county
councillors did not have similar qualms in partaking of lunch refreshments
after County Council meetings which this Council had withdrawn as a saving.
In respect of the detail of Councillor Broadbent’s, Councillor Smith’s and
Councillor Plant’s receptions, Councillor Jenkinson advised that Councillor
Broadbent invited 146 guests, Councillor Smith 70 and Councillor Plant 60.
The three respective total costs of the receptions were nearly £2,000, £1080
and £1070. In relation to the Tour de Yorkshire he congratulated the places
he visited including Filey and Muston for their tremendous support for the
event. He reported very positive feedback from the hospitality sector on the
North Bay and in Whitby which did not host the event this year. The Leader
confirmed that a comprehensive analysis and review of the Tour de Yorkshire
2018 was scheduled to come to the next Council meeting. In respect of the
North Bay Cinema, Councillor Jenkinson expected it to be completed in June
2019. With regard to public conveniences, he advised that facilities on St
Nicholas Cliff and North Bay were opened free of charge over the bank
holiday weekend for the large influx of visitors. He could not comment on
future provision of toilets on Marine Drive. He confirmed that work was still to
be done on the boat deck in Peasholm Park, and that he and officers would
look into the provision of safety railings at the football ground.
Councillor Mallory presented her statement as Portfolio Holder for Corporate
Investment. In reply to a question in respect of the Council’s support through
Council Tax Benefit for those with dementia or other severe mental
impairment, Councillor Mallory commented that there were 131 households in
the Borough who claimed 100% Council Tax exemption. The Council
publicised this benefit on the website and on the Council Tax bill and did allow
the discount to be backdated provided all the criteria had been satisfied. She
encouraged Members to advise their constituents about this as required.
Councillor Nock presented his statement as Portfolio Holder for Legal and
Governance. In respect of the recent procurement of the free summer
entertainment provider at the Open Air Theatre, Councillor Nock advised that
the contract was advertised on the regional –tendering system Yortender and
Contracts Finder on 8 March with a closing date for bids of 11 April. A total of
15 companies registered an interest of which two submitted bids. Both
companies submitted acceptable bids with the successful bidder significantly
cheaper on price. He expected to find out more about the details of the
entertainment programme in due course. In reply to a question about the
legal powers the Chief Executive used to prevent councillors attending
meetings and whether officers and Cabinet Members had discussed the
private business of a councillor with a vexatious correspondent, the Chief

Executive advised that confidential matters relating to the conduct of staff and
Members could not be discussed in a public meeting.
Councillor Plant presented his statement as Portfolio Holder for
Transformation thanking all those staff involved in supporting the Tour de
Yorkshire.
Councillor Turner presented her statement as Portfolio Holder for
Communities. Councillor Colling then put a question in respect of the rollout
of Universal Credit in the Borough this month and the requirement to apply on
line for this benefit: were there areas of the Borough without suitable minimum
data speed to allow residents to maintain their benefits under this new
system? And if there were data black spots , what plans were there to
address this in the long-term and what was the Council doing to support any
affected residents in the short term? In reply, Councillor Turner commented
that in relation to Universal Credit, whilst applications and subsequent
reporting of changes were intended to be online, the Department for Work and
Pensions would accept telephone claims in exceptional circumstances. In
addition Council staff would be able to assist customers at Whitby and
Scarborough with any issues around UC claims. Various advice bodies would
also assist and public internet access was available at libraries. More
generally in terms of data coverage, the Council had been working with eight
other North Yorkshire councils in making a successful bid for £15m of
Government funding to provide high-speed (‘full-fibre’) broadband to circa 400
public sector sites. This would allow customers without access to ICT
equipment to use the internet in the county’s urban areas. Further, the
Council was involved in the ‘Superfast North Yorkshire’ project. This project
was built around a partnership between North Yorkshire County Council and
BT to deliver next generation superfast broadband to the county, and also
brought together other initiatives to address rural access to better broadband.
The project was financed by a mixture of funds from Central Government,
Europe and the County Council. Councillor Randerson then commended the
work of the Council’s Community Regeneration Team and local volunteers in
developing and running facilities at Eastfield Community Centre. He also
applauded the work of the Construction Skills Village in training people for the
construction industry, although noting that currently only 20% of trainees were
from the local Eastfield area. Councillor Turner joined Councillor Randerson
in recognising the significant contribution of volunteer groups in the Borough
and pledged to look into attracting more Eastfield based trainees into the
Construction Skills Village.
12.

TO RECEIVE A STATEMENT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY BOARD AND DEAL WITH ANY
QUESTIONS ARISING FROM THAT STATEMENT
In Councillor Siddons’ absence, the Vice-Chair, Councillor Lynskey presented
the statement of the Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Board. The Leader
commended the Board’s scrutiny of the Yorkshire Coast Homes and Coast
and Country Housing Merger and thanked the Chair and Vice-Chair of the
Board for their work.

13.

TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL'S EXECUTIVE AND
COMMITTEES PUBLISHED SINCE COUNCIL LAST MET AND
APPENDED HERETO.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings be received.

Chairman

