COUNCIL
Minutes of the proceedings of a Meeting of the Scarborough Borough Council held in
the Town Hall, Scarborough
on Friday, 2nd March, 2018 pursuant to Summons.
Present:The Mayor (Councillor Martin Smith) in the Chair;
Councillors G W Allanson, L Backhouse, R Barnett, D J Bastiman, Mrs L Bastiman,
D L Billing, E Broadbent, D A Chance, W Chatt, Mrs D V Cluer, M J Cockerill,
Ms E Colling, G Coulson, P Cross, T W Fox, S B Green, Ms V Inman, D C Jeffels,
Mrs J Jefferson, A Jenkinson, Mrs H Lynskey, Mrs H F Mallory, C D Maw, R Moody,
Mrs J E Mortimer, Miss R K Murphy, N K Murphy, J Nock, C Pearson,
Mrs H Phillips, J Plant, Mr T Randerson, J Ritchie, S Siddons, Ms R Swiers,
P H Trumper, Mrs S Turner, M T Vesey, J Warburton and Mrs M Watson
Apologies
Councillors A Abbott, S Cross, G Dennett and C Walsh
1.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS.
Councillor Allanson declared a personal interest in agenda item 8, The Living
Wage - Annual Review (18/35) since his relatives worked for the Borough
Council.
2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
See above.
3.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 8
JANUARY 2018 TO BE READ OR TAKEN AS READ AS THE CASE
MAY BE.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 January 2018 be taken
as read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. The Leader
congratulated the Mayoress for her recent charity head shave to raise monies
and awareness about the importance of breast cancer screening and
commended her bravery in facing this disease.
4.

TO CONSIDER ANY ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHIEF
EXECUTIVE
There were no announcements.
5.

QUESTIONS (IF ANY) OF WHICH NOTICE SHALL HAVE BEEN
GIVEN.
The Chief Executive advised that no questions had been received.
6.

TO CONSIDER AND PASS RESOLUTIONS ON THE FOLLOWING
'A' ITEMS:-

(i)

Schedule of Meetings 2018/19 (18/09)

The recommendations in the extract minute from the Cabinet were proposed
by Councillor Derek Bastiman and duly seconded.
RESOLVED that the Council adopt the Schedule of Meetings for 2018/19 as
set out in Appendix A to the report.
Reasons
Approval of the Schedule of Meetings will ensure that Council business is
conducted efficiently.
(ii)
The Living Wage - Annual Review (18/35)
The recommendations in the extract minute from the Cabinet were proposed
by Councillor Derek Bastiman and duly seconded. The Portfolio Holder,
Councillor Turner expressed her disappointment that the Council was still not
in position to review the Council’s Living Wage pay supplement pending the
outcome of the national pay negotiations, but she remained supportive of the
UK Living Wage whilst wishing to make a fully informed decision. Councillor
Colling proposed that instead of adopting recommendations (ii) and (iii) in the
report, the Council resolve to pay as a minimum the Living Wage Foundation
wage rate to all employees with effect from 1 April 2018. In seconding the
amendment, Councillor Siddons urged the Council to commit to the UK Living
Wage now to address the Borough’s national low wage reputation, noting that
the additional cost of introducing this minimum wage level was minimal when
compared with other discretionary items in the budget. Other Labour Group
Members also spoke in support of the amendment. Councillor Turner rejected
the criticism that she was ducking a difficult decision, but rather she felt it was
incumbent on the Council to determine this matter with full knowledge of the
facts and implications. The Council voted on the amendment which was lost,
and then on the original motion which was carried.
RESOLVED that the Council:
(i)
Note the report;
(ii)
Defer the decision to review the Council’s Living Wage pay supplement
until all the details of the national pay deal are known;
(iii)
Approve that the Council’s Living Wage pay supplement be applied at
the time the period of employment commences and the supplement be
reviewed at the same time as the Council’s budget setting process in
January/February each year.
Reasons
This report provides an update on the implementation of the UK Living Wage
and invites Members to consider a number of issues as part of the annual
review that is required to be undertaken in relation to the continued payment
of the UK Living Wage.
(iii)

Adoption of Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning
Document (18/06)
The recommendations in the extract minute from the Cabinet were proposed
by Councillor Derek Bastiman and duly seconded. Some Members were
critical of the delivery of affordable homes locally, noting the reduction in
affordable housing thresholds in planning policy and the country’s deepening
housing crisis. The Portfolio Holder, Councillor Plant commented that the

Council’s provision of 478 homes in the Borough over the last five years
through the planning process compared favourably with national and subregional figures. The Leader agreed with comments that the need for
affordable housing locally was very great given average house prices and
wage levels, but commended Councillor Plant’s and officers’ continuing
efforts, noting that a common barrier to the delivery of social housing was the
availability of land. It was further acknowledged that the Council was trying
hard within the parameters set by national Government and this was reflected
in the proposed Supplementary Planning Document.
RESOLVED that the Council adopt the Affordable Housing Supplementary
Planning Document (SPD) and that the document is thereafter used in the
consideration of planning applications.
Reasons
Since the Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) was
updated and adopted in November 2015, the Local Plan has been adopted
(3rd July 2017), further affordable housing viability work has been completed
and the Government has been successful in challenging the quashing of the
Ministerial Statement of 28th November 2014. Following the latter, the
relevant parts of the online Planning Practice Guidance were immediately
updated by Government, with the thresholds for the provision of affordable
housing and the ‘vacant building credit’ rule both being re-instated. As a
consequence the Borough Council’s previously adopted Affordable Housing
SPD is not in accordance with current national and local planning policy.
(iv)
Revised Whistleblowing Policy (18/33)
The recommendations in the extract minute from the Cabinet were proposed
by Councillor Derek Bastiman and duly seconded. Members welcomed the
revised policy including the addition of contact details to obtain independent,
external advice in respect of raising a concern.
RESOLVED that the Council:
(a)
adopts the revised Whistleblowing Policy;
(b)
amends the Irregularities Response Plan accordingly; and
(c)
appoints a Dedicated Whistleblowing Officer whose details are to be
included in the revised documents;
to reflect best practice and to incorporate the recommendations arising from
the Mazars review.
Reasons
To ensure that the Council maintains its commitment to the highest possible
standards of openness, probity and accountability.
7.
(i)

ANY REPORTS GOING DIRECT TO COUNCIL

Financial and Asset Management Maintenance Strategy and
Council Tax Setting 2018/19
The Council considered a report by the Director (NE) (Reference 18/43) which
sought approval of (i) the level of Council Tax for 2018/19, (ii) the Financial
and Asset Management Maintenance Strategies, and (iii) the Environment

and Regulation Service fees and charges 2018/19. Introducing the report, the
Portfolio Holder, Councillor Mallory noted that this finalised version of the
Council’s budget included an increase to the Council’s prudential borrowing
limits which would give the Council more leeway to explore more opportunities
as they arose in future. She then provided a summary of the proposals before
Members: a proposed increase in Council Tax of 2.99%; the ongoing work to
identify efficiency savings through the transformation programme, work of the
Overview and Scrutiny Board, and review of service level agreements with
external organisations whilst protecting frontline services and continuing to
invest in the Council’s key priorities; the budget identified £2.122m of savings
of the £5.2m needed to balance the funding gap over the next three years; the
proposal to draw £200k from the General Fund Reserve to balance the
budget in 2018/19 would offset the cost of the proposed national pay award
which included a significant increase for the lower pay grades of £8.50 per
hour in 2018/19 and £9.00 per hour in 2019/20; the longer lead in time to
identify savings through outline proposals for 2019/20 and 2020/21; the
emphasis not only on balancing the books but on improving the Borough and
supporting local communities; the prudent approach not to overcommit capital
resources; however, since the previous year, many of the capital schemes on
the reserve list were now starting to be delivered, for example, works at
Peasholm Park and the crematorium and further contributions to coast
protection. Councillor Mallory also referred to other schemes in the budget
including new sports facilities in Whitby and Filey and grass cutting
improvements, and she hoped to be able to announce further improvement
projects in the year ahead. Councillor Mallory further highlighted the new
Commercial Strategy which would provide the basis to deliver a clear
commercial vision for the authority and a revised Capital Strategy and
Investment Strategy to be brought forward in 2018. With the focus on the
future, she added that this budget included a gateway to invest up to £12m in
commercial investments, which, along with transformation, would play an
increasingly important role in the delivery of services. Councillor Mallory
thanked all councillors, and especially the Cabinet and officers for their
support in developing this budget, and then moved the recommendations in
the report, which were duly seconded. Councillor Billing noted the challenging
financial environment in which the Council had to operate owing to further
reductions in Government funding, but added that the Labour Group could not
support the budget and the proposed Council Tax increase because of the
administration’s failure to raise Council Tax in previous years by accepting the
Council Tax Freeze Grant. Councillor Billing also called for a longer period of
consultation on the budget and less last minute surprises in future years.
Councillor Siddons renewed his call for the Council to work with social
landlords to build much needed social housing, and criticised the
unsustainable service level agreement with Scarborough Museums Trust, the
Council subsidy of the sports facilities at Scarborough Rugby Club which he
held only benefited the residents of Newby and Scalby, and the Council’s
ongoing subsidy of, and investment in the Open Air Theatre, seeing little
benefit to the authority of the ‘Britney Boom’. Councillor Vesey on behalf of
the Green Group, echoed the call for more consultation and exposition of the
budget to make it more accessible, but added that although the Green Group
disagreed with some elements, they would support the budget. The Portfolio

Holder for Public Health and Housing, Councillor Chatt commended the
Council’s track record in delivering social rented accommodation, noting that
registered social landlords had more freedoms and flexibilities to deliver social
housing than local authorities, but this Council played an important strategic,
enabling role. He added that this Council was working with the Local
Enterprise Partnership to look at non-traditional building methods for social
housing. Councillor Broadbent voiced his concern at the effect of austerity and
cuts in services on vulnerable residents, and Councillor Jeffels applauded the
vision of the Council to develop the visitor economy through investment in the
Open Air Theatre and the Tour de Yorkshire, and the progress in local skills
development. Councillor Randerson asked officers to investigate whether
Council Tax and business rates could be levied on unoccupied commercial
properties. As the funding model for local government underwent significant
change and the retention of business rates still remained an unknown
quantity, Councillor Fox urged all Members to engage with the new
Commercial and Investment Strategies which would become key elements in
helping balance the Council’s budget and deliver the Council’s priorities. The
Portfolio Holder Councillor Mallory countered the criticisms levelled at the
budget, defending the use of Council Tax Freeze Grant in previous years
which had protected residents from Council Tax rises. She commended the
Council’s funding agreement with Scarborough Rugby Club to deliver firstclass leisure facilities at affordable prices for the benefit of Scarborough
residents, not just Newby and Scalby. Councillor Mallory quoted Scarborough
Hospitality Association which had congratulated the Council on its investment
in the Open Air Theatre. Their members had reported a 5-20% increase in
receipts and bookings in the last two to three years which they attributed in
large part to concert goers at the Open Air Theatre. Councillor Mallory also
noted the wider positive effects on the local economy of the ‘Britney Boom’
and that many concert goers were inclined to revisit the local area after the
event.
The recommendations in the report were then put to the vote and were carried
as recorded below:
For
Cllrs Allanson, L Backhouse, Bastiman, Mrs Bastiman, Chance, Chatt, Cluer,
Cockerill, Coulson, Fox, Green, Inman, Jeffels, Jenkinson, Lynskey, Mallory,
Mortimer, Ms Murphy, Nock, Pearson, Phillips, Plant, Smith, Swiers, Trumper,
Turner, Vesey, Watson
Against
Cllrs Barnett, Billing, Broadbent, Colling, P Cross, Jefferson, Maw, Moody,
Murphy, Price, Randerson, Ritchie, Siddons, Warburton
RESOLVED that the Council:
1 COUNCIL TAX RESOLUTION
(i) Approve a Council Tax increase of 2.99% for the 2018/19 year, the
formal Council Tax resolution at Appendix A and:

That in accordance with Section 31A of the Local Government Finance
Act 1992 (as amended by Section 74 of the Localism Act 2011) a net
Council Tax requirement of £8,663,000 be approved for the 2018/19
year; which results in a basic amount (Band D equivalent) of Council
Tax of £227.93.
2 FINANCIAL AND ASSET MANAGEMENT MAINTENANCE STRATEGIES
(i) Approve the final Financial Strategy (Appendix B) with particular
reference to the following recommendations contained within it:
-

Revenue Budget proposals:
o Proposed efficiencies/savings totalling £2.122m;
o The balancing of the budget will rely on a £200k contribution
from reserves;
o £129k mainstream budget provision for the following essential
and priority investment:
£86k to increase contributions to the capital programme
£28k to reduce income from street trading
£15k to provide increased security at the Open Air
Theatre
o £140k one-off funding for the following priority investments:








£70k to provide enhanced grass cutting across the
Borough;
£20k for Armed Forces Day
£50k for a Community Investment Fund

- Capital Budget proposals:Additions to the Capital Program
o Scheduled Vehicle and Equipment Replacements (vehicles
£336k, equipment £138k, IT £189k)
o Planned Infrastructure Works (£100k replacement lighting
columns)
o Statutory Requirements (£1.35m Disabled Facilities Grants)
o Other (£100k feasibility pot to develop capital schemes, £37k
crematorium office space, £200k for replacement paving at Dock
End, Whitby, £600k for a 3G pitch at Whitby, £200k for a
contribution towards sports facilities in Filey)
o Property Investment Strategy (£12m over the 2018/19 and
2019/20 financial years; the revenue budget projections assume a
net 5% return from this investment after funding the associated
financing costs. This expenditure will be allocated and governed
in accordance with a separate Commercial Investment Strategy)
The Council will have an extensive capital programme in 2018/19
given the commencement of significant capital schemes such as
the Futurist demolition and coast protection works, therefore

additional contributions have been made to the Capital
Contingency Reserve to increase the uncommitted balance to
£750k;
Capital budgets do not currently make provision for the following:
o Essential maintenance and infrastructure backlog works;
o Additional contributions to address issues with cemetery provision
across the Borough
There are a number of funding sources that are not currently
committed within the budget proposals. The monies available from
those sources will be utilised to develop a robust, long term capital
investment strategy for the Council. The Strategy will integrate with
the Council’s revenue budget projections as well as the Property
Asset Management Plan, Commercial Investment Strategy and
Priority Projects Plan which are all currently being developed and
drafted. The Capital Strategy will be subject to further reports to
Members during 2018.
- The Invest to Save Strategy.
- The Prudential Indicators and Minimum Revenue Provision Policy;
- Treasury Management Strategy and Annual Investment Strategy;
noting the following principal amendment:
o Clarification that the maximum investment limit for the Royal
Bank of Scotland/National Westminster Bank, which are part
of the same parent institution, is a collective £15 million whilst
the UK Government owns more than 25%. National
Westminster Bank are the Council’s banking service provider
- The Council’s Pay Policy Statement.
(iii)

Note and endorse the comments contained within the
Chief Finance Officers Statutory Statement;

(iv)

Approve the following Council Tax discount and
premiums for the 2018/19 year, which remain unchanged from those
approved for 2017/18:






(v)

0% Council Tax discount on Class B second homes
10% Council Tax discount on Class A second homes
0% Council Tax discount on properties undergoing major repair or
structural alteration
100% discount for (Class C) properties which are empty and
unfurnished for the first 28 days a property becomes empty,
followed by a 0% discount thereafter
50% Council Tax premium for properties which have been empty
and unfurnished for more than 2 years

Approve that the Council Tax premium on properties that have been
empty and unfurnished for more than 2 years will be increased to

100% (from the current rate of 50%) for the 2019/20 financial year
onwards;
(vi)

Approve the final Asset Management Maintenance Strategy (Appendix
C);

3 ENVIRONMENT AND REGULATION SERVICE FEES AND CHARGES
2018/19
(vii)

Approve the fees and charges administered by the
Council’s Environment and Regulation service, as itemised in Appendix
F, which will come into effect on 1 April 2018

Reasons
The Council is required to approve a balanced revenue budget and set its
level of Council Tax for 2018/19. The Financial and Asset Management
Maintenance Strategies support the achievement of Corporate Priorities for
the Council, and sets out the significant issues facing the Council and how
these will be addressed, together with associated risk assessments.
(ii)
Whitby Piers refurbishment
The Council considered a report by the Director (LD) (Reference 18/46)
seeking Members’ approval of a total budget of £9m for this project. The
Portfolio Holder, Councillor Cockerill commented that the Council’s approval
would enable the Cabinet to engage a contractor to start work on the
refurbishment of the Whitby Piers as soon as sufficient funding had been
secured. Councillor Siddons, on behalf of the Labour Group, supported the
recommendations in the report but proposed an additional recommendation
that an independent review be carried out of the definition of beneficiary
according to the partnership approach to funding coastal defence projects
introduced through the Flood and Water Management Act 2010, together with
an analysis of the potential beneficiaries in respect of the Whitby Piers project.
This amendment was seconded, put to the vote and was carried. Members
agreed that such a review should not delay the Whitby Piers project, but
rather assist the Council in securing funding for future coastal protection
projects.
RESOLVED that the Council:
1. approve a total project budget of £9m for the Project including £1,397k
contingency, subject to the Council obtaining a satisfactory level of
external funding to finance the Project, noting that the Council’s current
maximum contribution to coastal protection schemes across the Borough
is £5m
2. note that the detailed Project scheme risk matrix will be reviewed with the
Audit Committee Risk Champions in due course;
3. note that the decision to award the contracts for the completion of the
Project is a decision for the Council’s Executive and as such will be
subject to further report to Cabinet;

4. commission an independent review of the definition of beneficiary
according to the partnership approach to funding coastal defence projects
introduced through the Flood and Water Management Act 2010, together
with an analysis of the potential beneficiaries in respect of the Whitby Piers
project, subject to this review not delaying the implementation of the
Whitby Piers project.
Reasons
To enable the Whitby Piers Project to proceed as quickly as possible once the
funding decisions are known in relation to the Council’s grant applications.
(iii)
Changes to membership of committees
The Council considered a report by the Director (LD) (Reference 18/47) in
respect of a revision to the membership of the Standards Committee following
a change to the political composition of the Council.
RESOLVED that the Council approve the revised membership of the
Standards Committee set out in Appendix A following the change to the
political composition of the Council outlined in paragraph 3.1 of the report.
Reasons
To ensure the good governance of the Council.
8.
(i)

TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING MOTIONS OF WHICH DUE
NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH
12.1 OF THE COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES:Sky Lanterns

The Council considered the following motion which was proposed by
Councillor Chatt and seconded by Councillor Mallory:
‘This Council bans the use and release of sky lanterns on all Council owned
properties and land.
Many thousands of sky lanterns are now sold in the UK each year, a number
of them intended for mass lantern releases to mark an occasion. While these
light shows can look appealing, most people are unaware of the deadly
consequences fallen lanterns can have for animals and the environment.
Birds and wildlife can become entangled in the wire or bamboo frames
leading to injury or death and livestock can accidentally eat fallen lantern parts
which can cause internal bleeding, leading to a slow painful death. There is
also a risk to sea life as many of fallen lanterns end up in the sea.
The fallen sky lanterns also pose a significant fire hazard with a number of
reported incidents. One fire caused by a sky lantern at a recycling plant
caused £6 million worth of damage.

The RSPCA and many other organisations including the Marine Conservation
Society, Women’s Food & Farming Union (WFU), Soil Association and
National Farmers Union (NFU) all support a ban on sky lanterns.’
It was agreed that the Council Procedure Rules be suspended for this item to
enable the motion to be debated. Introducing the motion, the Portfolio Holder,
Councillor Chatt explained that, subject to Council approval, the ban would be
implemented through the Council’s events management policy. Councillor
Cluer proposed an amendment to the motion that the ban also include the
release of helium balloons. There was concern among some Members as to
how the ban would be enforced and that a consultation was needed first. The
amended motion was seconded, put to the vote, and was lost. A vote was
then taken on the original motion which was carried.
(ii)

Sustainable Beach Net Fishing for Sea Trout

The Council considered the following motion which was proposed by
Councillor Cockerill and seconded by Councillor Derek Bastiman:
‘This Council requests the Fisheries Minister, George Eustice MP, to protect
the sustainable beach net fishing for sea trout, predominantly in Filey Bay, by
not accepting the current proposal from the Environment Agency.’
It was agreed that the Council Procedure Rules be suspended for this item to
enable the motion to be debated. Introducing the motion, the Portfolio Holder,
Councillor Cockerill explained that he had proposed the motion for two
reasons: the effect on the local community, and secondly that the
Environment Agency’s proposed new byelaws to protect salmon were a blunt
instrument that would decimate Filey’s and other north east coastal areas’
small-scale sea trout fishery. Consisting of just seven boats, the Filey fishery
was low-impact and sustainable, and the local fishermen already recognised
the endangered status of salmon. Fishermen at Filey had been voluntarily
releasing salmon for over a decade, and they focused their commercial
operation on catching sea trout. Many of the salmon that were caught were
released back into the sea. The local fishermen had voluntarily captured data
on all the fish they caught. In recent years, the average annual catch by this
small fleet was just 157 salmon, which worked out at about one per day
during the fishing season. In comparison, the catch of sea trout was over
4,600 fish. They had reduced the length of their nets, and only fished for the
five months between April and August inclusive. If the new byelaws were
introduced, then at a stroke, Filey would lose the last vestige of a proud
fishing heritage going back centuries which had shaped the town and
coastline, offered careers to local families, provided delicious, sustainable
food, and contributed hugely to the local economy including tourism.
Members then discussed the motion. Given that the Environment Agency had
indicated that it would not publish its proposed new byelaws to protect salmon
for consultation until 7 March, Councillor Colling proposed an amendment to
the motion, replacing ‘the current proposal from the Environment Agency’ with
‘any proposals from the Environment Agency which would be to the detriment
of beach net fishing in Filey Bay’. In response to Members’ questions,

Councillor Cockerill understood that the largest sea trout fishery along the
Borough’s coast was in Filey, but there were others which included Sandsend
and Staithes. His motion applied to all these fisheries. He added that he
wished to use this opportunity for the Council to agree a strong message to
send to the Fisheries Minister, and the indications were that the proposed new
byelaws would shorten the fishing season for the sea trout fisheries.
Councillor Chance added that he could not accept the amendment to the
motion since it should apply to all the sea trout fisheries in the Borough. The
amended motion was seconded, put to the vote, and was lost. A vote was
then taken on the original motion which was carried.
9.

TO RECEIVE A STATEMENT BY THE LEADER AND DEAL WITH
ANY QUESTIONS ARISING FROM THAT STATEMENT.
Councillor Derek Bastiman presented his Leader’s statement, adding in
respect of the Sands development that Benchmark had exchanged contracts
with Whitbread to construct a 107 bed Premier Inn next to the Waterpark.
Subject to planning consent, Benchmark expected to commence construction
in the next months. Benchmark had also advised that the new equipment for
the spa at the Waterpark was expected to be delivered on site in the next
week or so. The spa was expected to be completed and open later in the
year. Councillor Bastiman also thanked Council staff for their hard work in
dealing with the recent snow and wave overtopping, whilst condemning those
wave-dodgers who put their and other people’s lives at risk. Members then
put questions about the upgrading of four junctions in the Stepney/Woodlands
area, the match funding for the expansion of the Construction Skills Village,
and the importance of involving Eastfield Town Council and local ward
councillors in the planning and delivery of regeneration activity in the Eastfield
area arising from the Middle Deepdale Development. In response, Councillor
Bastiman undertook to ensure that local cyclists were consulted about the
upgrading of the critical junctions. He undertook to provide a written reply to
Councillor Randerson with details of the funding to match the £25k allocated
to the Skills Village from the Eastfield regeneration pot. In respect of the
framework for the delivery of future regeneration activity in the Eastfield area
which would be considered by the Overview and Scrutiny Board the following
week, Councillor Bastiman confirmed that the considerable monies from the
Council’s capital receipts in regard to the Middle Deepdale development were
designated for the regeneration of the wider Eastfield area, and that both
Eastfield Town Council and local ward councillors were key stakeholders and
consultees in the development and delivery of this masterplan. Councillor Fox
reminded the meeting of the aim which would be reflected in the masterplan
to unite Middle Deepdale and Eastfield as a single community.
10.

TO RECEIVE STATEMENTS FROM EACH OF THE CABINET
MEMBERS AND DEAL WITH ANY QUESTIONS ARISING FROM
THOSE STATEMENTS.
Councillor Chatt presented his statement as Portfolio Holder for Public Health
and Housing drawing Members’ attention to the update on the Selective
Licensing scheme and the penalties for landlords renting out properties in the
designated area without a licence. There were no questions.

Councillor Cockerill presented his statement as Portfolio Holder for Major
Projects, adding that the work to infill the lake in front of the stage at the Open
Air Theatre was now expected to be completed in the first week of April
because of the inclement weather. He also referred to the current extreme
conditions in Scarborough Outer Harbour, the 9m high waves and the sinking
of a vessel the day before. In reply to a question, Councillor Cockerill could
not comment on progress with the dredging of the lake in Peasholm Park
since this was not his portfolio.
Councillor Jenkinson presented his statement as Portfolio Holder for Leisure
commending the benefits of the Open Air Theatre for the whole of the
Borough. Members then put questions and made comments about the
ongoing problem of unauthorised parking on grass verges, how the Council
was dealing with the issue of ticket touts and inflated ticket prices for the
Open Air Theatre, progress with the development of the new cinema on the
North Bay, the need for handrails at the football ground in the Leisure Village
because of the steep tiers, and the lateness in providing the financial figures
for the Open Air Theatre requested at the previous Council meeting. In reply,
Councillor Jenkinson agreed with the seriousness of the problem of
unauthorised parking on grass verges and confirmed that he and other dualhatted Members would continue to raise the matter at County Hall. He
undertook to provide a written reply to Councillor Paul Cross about ticket
touts, and apologised for the late provision of financial information on the
Open Air Theatre. Councillor Jenkinson explained that the need for handrails
at the football ground would be evaluated at the close of the season. With
regard to the new cinema, Councillor Jenkinson advised that officers were
doing everything they could to support Benchmark to bring forward the
cinema development. However, he understood that Benchmark were having
to amend their previously approved planning application to accommodate the
operators, which would be the subject of their meeting with the Council’s
planning officers the following week. This would affect the timetable for the
delivery of the scheme about which he would report to Members further in due
course.
Councillor Mallory presented her statement as Portfolio Holder for Corporate
Investment. There were no questions.
Councillor Nock presented his statement as Portfolio Holder for Legal and
Governance, alluding to the recent increased security measures introduced at
the Town Hall in order to bring compliance with the General Data Protection
Regulation. Originally planned for the end of April, these had been brought
forward to gain greater control over who entered the building, the degree of
access within it and to eliminate the possibility of unauthorised people having
sight of documents and screens. Further measures would be introduced at a
later date.
Councillor Plant presented his statement as Portfolio Holder for
Transformation. There were no questions.

Councillor Turner presented her statement as Portfolio Holder for
Communities, advising that the local Great British Spring Clean events had
been postponed because of the weather. In reply to a question, Councillor
Turner assured Councillor Randerson that every effort was being made to
spend the Council’s full Apprenticeship Levy allocation, including exploring
opportunities to make more use of the Construction Skills Village.
11.

TO RECEIVE A STATEMENT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY BOARD AND DEAL WITH ANY
QUESTIONS ARISING FROM THAT STATEMENT
Councillor Siddons presented his statement as Chair of the Overview and
Scrutiny Board. There were no questions.
12.

TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL'S EXECUTIVE AND
COMMITTEES PUBLISHED SINCE COUNCIL LAST MET AND
APPENDED HERETO.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings be received.

Chairman

